Malines: The Third Conversation

giving the results up to date. But the Archbishop and the other
Anglican representatives thought otherwise, and their opinion
prevailed. Instead of a report there would be at Christmas a
Letter from the Archbishop to the other Metropolitans of the
Anglican Communion. It 'would deal with the various ap-
proaches to the Nonconformists, the Scandinavians, the Ortho-
dox, and, by natural course, the Roman Catholics. Malines, in
fact, would appear as an episode in the general movement to-
wards Reunion started by the Lambeth Appeal.

The Archbishop drafted his Letter and sent the portion on the
Conversations to Mercier. With another copy to Halifax he
-wrote: 'You would have liked me to say a great deal more, but
I am quite convinced that I should be wrong in doing so at
present/11 He was correct in his forecast of Halifax's feelings.

It was impossible [Halifax told him.] not to be struck with the
difference in tone exhibited in that part of it which referred to the
different Protestant bodies and the tone adopted in reference to re-
union with the One Apostolic See of the West.12

No one, Halifax added, would gather from the Letter how
large a measure of agreement had actually been reached. He
submitted some amendments to the Archbishop, who pointed
out in his reply that if the Letter, as Halifax wished, were to
enumerate points of agreement, it must not omit those of dif-
ference, with results which might prgudice the holding of fur-
ther Conversations. He was sure, however, that he could mod-
ify the wording to meet some at least of Halifax's suggestions.

Unfortunately the uncorrected draft had already gone to
Mercier. Although he had no opportunity of contrasting the
difference in tone between the references to Rome and those to
the Protestant bodies, he could hardly conceal his indignation
and disappointment with what he was permitted to see. He had
had, he insisted in his reply, nothing to do with the Appeal to
all Christian People. He could not regard the Conversations as